THE GREAT STATE

over and above, at her own disposal beyond house-
keeping. This analogy with the position of a
slave does not necessarily involve the statement
that the mother is treated with cruelty or incon-
sideration, in the ordinary sense of the words. But
it does involve the statement that she is not an in-
dependent unit in the social system. The same
might be said, in a sense, of every worker in a
factory or government office or a shop. But there
is this radical distinction: however badly the
ordinary worker be paid, she gets a definite wage for
more or less definite hours of service; and this is
the basis of an independent life, however insuffi-
cient. Whereas the position of the mother is in-
definite, and decided by sentiment, not contract.

As it is an essential part of the problem of the
Great State to find the method which will loosen
the units of the community from unnecessary re-
strictions on their individual freedom, it is, there-
fore, logical that we should attempt to discover a
method by which the largest class of workers, the
mothers, should be given a just and substantial
independence. And no amount of beautiful sen-
timent will be a substitute for a definite wage en-
forceable by law. The question follows: Who is to
fix and pay that wage?

We are not concerned here with the sex relation-
ship, except in so far as it results in a child, the only
point where the community seems to have any right
to interfere. A calm consideration of all the facts
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